There has not yet been an individual study of officialdom in the Book of Kings, nor has officialdom been discussed in relation to society using evidence derived from the Book of Kings. Where officialdom has been examined it is primarily in studies devoted to the identification of functions implied in specific officials' titles. The purpose of such studies, often conducted with the help of materials from Near Eastern countries, is to clarify the origins of the Israelite administration.
1 In (BWANT, 117; Stuttgart: W. Kohlhammer, 1985) . izabela eph ' al-jaruzelska this study I will inquire into the spheres of social life in which these officials were involved to gain insight into their impact on Israelite society. Consequently, this discussion does not begin with a clarification of the significance of particular officials' functions but rather, using the results of previous studies on the identification of officials' functions, I trace the domains, such as the economy and religion, etc., in which the officials were involved; insofar as the data on officials' activities in the Book of Kings is available. I discuss only the officials' responsibilities about which there are details because they cast light on their role in society much more than information of officials mentioned only by their title. It should be emphasized that the main point of interest of this study lies in the biblical reflection and depiction of the officials' responsibilities in the Book of Kings, scarce as the data may be, and not in the historical reconstruction. The main reason for this limitation is the distance that separates the biblical accounts from the historical reality, although the historicity of some data cannot be excluded. However, the framework of this article does not allow the historical appreciation of the material in the Book of Kings although some external sources, such as epigraphy 2 and archaeology, that I reference shed light on its historicity. Therefore I am aware of the fact that I am dealing for the most part rather with the vision of the topic under question by the Deuteronomistic historian.
3
Since the Kingdom of Israel and Judah formed two different socio-political organisms, after a discussion of the United Monarchy, I will examine the officials' activities in both parts of the Kingdom separately. 
